Postcontrast axial (A) and coronal (B) CTs at the level of the temporal bones show the well-marginated soft -tissue mass (arrows) and the slight homogeneous enhancement involving the right petrous bone.
Figure. Postcontrast axial (A) and coronal (B) CTs at the level of the temporal bones show the well-marginated soft -tissue mass (arrows) and the slight homogeneous enhancement involving the right petrous bone.
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Extramedullary plasmacytoma is a rare soft-tissue malignancy of plasm a cells. Some 80% of these tumors occu r in the head and neck, 28% in the nasal cavity , and 22 % in the parana sal sinuses.1. 2 Approximately 20 % of the head and neck tumo rs are initially associated with multiple myeloma . ' We evaluated a 41-year-old woman who had a history of multipl e cranial neuropathies on the right , particul arly in the trige minal nerve. Computed tom ography (CT ) detected a soft-tiss ue mass that involved the petrous portion of the right temporal bone and exte nded into the posterior right parasellar area ( figure) . Biopsy identified the lesion as a plasmacytoma, and the patient underwent local radia tion therapy.
Plasmacytom a has been reported to involve the tempo-ral bone and produce a lytic lesion offairly hom ogeneous soft-tiss ue density (because of its cellularity), and it can be seen on both CT and magneti c reso nance ima ging.i-' Alth ough plasmacytoma can occ ur as an isolat ed lesion , many patients eve ntually develop multiple myeloma.'
